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Quote of the week
St. Patrick’s Day is 
an enchanted time 

- a day to begin 
transforming win-
ter’s dreams into 
summer’s magic.  
~Adrienne Cook

Submit Your 
Favorite Recipe
Send us a picture and 

recipe for your favorite 
dish. If we use it you 
will receive 3 months 

free delivery of the 
newspaper. Send to:

ads@millardccp.com

Deadlines
Deadlines for all 

news items and all 
advertising, including 

classified ads and soci-
ety notices are Friday 

by noon the week prior 
to when you want your 

information to run.

Word of the Week

shunpike
noun

[SHUN-pyke]

: a side road used to 
avoid the toll on or the 
speed and traffic of a 

superhighway

Examples:

Management has made 
David did some math

 to determine if the 
money on the extra 

gas needed to take the 
shunpike cost more 

than the toll for using 
the freeway.

“The News On 6 wanted 
to see if other drivers 

would consider a shun-
pike to save money.’It 
just depends on what 
kind of drive it is and 

how much more time it 
would take,’ said 
Lisa Underhill, a 

Claremore resident.” 
— Dan Bewley

Obituaries

  • Marguerite 
    Pikyavit Teller
  • Edwin Stewart
  • Kyle Weeda

New detectors placed in the West Desert

The Cosmic Ray Center in 
Delta is expanding its area of 
research. The center deployed 
about seventy new detectors 
by helicopter to their perma-
nent locations, south of the 
telescope observatory, near the 
Drum Mountains, on Feb. 22 
and 23. 

The detectors, about the size 
of ping-pong tables, are sprin-
kled across the desert west of 
Delta. They measure the rem-
nants of cosmic ray showers as 
they hit the Earth’s surface.

John Matthews, research 

professor and project manager 
of the Cosmic Ray Research 
Group, explained that unlike 
the low-energy particles from 
the sun, there are extremely 
high energy particles coming 
from space, which spill out 
light as well as charged parti-
cles.

“It is more energy than a su-
per nova, and is 100 million 
times more energetic than those 
we can generate in the collider 
in Geneva,” explained Mat-
thews, “It could be something 
like two black holes swirling 
around each other, and emitting 
particles that don’t get sucked 
in. We’re trying to figure out 
exactly what it is, where they 
are coming from and how to 

make them.” 
Matthews explained that 

these cosmic rays are very rare, 
only emitting one per square 
kilometer per century or less, 
which is why they need a lot of 
area for their research. 

“Millard County has a lot 
of flat space and it’s dark out 
there. There’s not a lot of light 
pollution or dust in the air,” he 
said, “We use lasers to measure 
how dirty the air is, and adjust 
calculations according to those 
levels. The air around Delta is 
pretty clean most of the time.”

According to Matthews, a 
charged particle comes from 
space, hits the earth’s atmo-
sphere, and breaks the nuclei of 
oxygen or nitrogen molecules 

in Earth’s atmosphere. The 
secondary particles hit other 
molecules, creating a shower of 
millions of secondary particles, 
some of which hit the earth’s 
surface. 

The detectors deployed in 
the desert record the footprints 
of that shower, which spreads 
out over a 300-mile radius. The 
current detectors will be placed 
closer together than the ones in 
the past; about 400 yards apart, 
rather than three quarters of a 
mile apart. 

Detectors are placed near one 
of the three telescope observa-
tories, which on clear nights 
detect the glowing, ultraviolet 
view of the charged particles. 
The telescopes are very fast 
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and sensitive and can see the 
showers come down through 
the atmosphere, but they don’t 
work during the day, when the 
moon is too bright, or when the 
sky is cloudy. 

The detectors are enclosed 
in dark boxes, so they can see 
24/7, and work even when it’s 
sunny, cloudy or windy. When 
the two work together it is eas-
ier to determine the direction 
and chemical composition of 
the particles. 

The research center has been 
able to collect about 100 cos-
mic rays since beginning of 
operations in 2008. They hope 
to increase the area of research 
over the next few years by plac-
ing many more detectors. They 
are looking at areas northwest 
of IPSC and others south of 
Delta by Pahvant Butte. 

The cosmic ray project is 
funded in the United States by 
the National Science Founda-
tion. Two thirds of the funding 
for this project comes from the 
science foundation of Japan, 
where the University of Tokyo 
works in close contact with the 
University of Utah. These two 
universities lead the world in 
cosmic ray research since the 
1950s. They decided to com-
bine research efforts and data 
in the late 1990s.

“It is considered basic re-
search, with no immediate ap-
plication of the data,” said Mat-
thews, “It is purely a research 
project to understand the uni-
verse better.”

“One of the most important 
things we have learned is these 
high energy rays are colliding 
with the leftover noise of the 
Big-Bang, and they create new 
particles, but lose their ener-
gy,” he said, “We’re starting 
to see signs that we may have 
discovered the first source of 
these very high energy cosmic 
rays. We’re seeing a bright spot 
in the sky that’s just a little bit 
south of the Big Dipper and 
we’re trying to figure out what 
it is. We need more data to see 
if it is a source.” 

Delta High teacher receives 
Lifetime Achievement Award

At the recent mid-winter con-
ference of the Utah Association 
for Career and Technical Edu-
cation (UACTE) at Orem High 
School, the Utah Association of 
Teachers of Family and Con-
sumer Sciences (UATFACS) 
awarded Delta High’s FACS 
teacher Denise Dewsnup the 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
for her dedication to the profes-
sion. 

Mrs. Dewsnup is in her 29th 
year of teaching. She started her 
career at Millard High School. 
As a young single teacher, she 
took over a program that had 
been strong for 25 plus years 
and due to a turnover of teach-
ers over several years the pro-
gram needed someone who 
would stay and make it thrive 
again. So she made it her life, 
as she spent countless hours 

preparing lessons, helping her 
students achieve in and out of 
the classroom and watching 
them in extra-curricular activi-
ties. She became affectionately 
known as “Miss B”. and when 
her former students see her that 
is the name they remember her 
by even today.

She loved teaching Home 
Economics and doing FHA, be-
cause of the many applications 
that it gave students to become 
active members of society. She 
embraced the name change to 
Family and Consumer Science 
and it’s CTSO to Family, Ca-
reer, and Community Leaders 
of America. Her philosophy of 
teaching is to help prepare stu-
dents for their future as mem-
bers of their home, community 
and careers; and that all learn-
ing is worthwhile. 

After 21 years at Millard 
High she was transferred to 
Delta High which put her clos-
er to her home and husband. It 
was like starting all over again. 
This time middle school class-
es were added to her responsi-
bilities. She added classes that 
had never been taught for years 
at the school. The program is 
functioning well and Denise is 
still doing what she has always 
done since starting to teach, 
teaching students the impor-
tance of learning throughout 
their life.

She still loves teaching and 

wishes that more students had 
time in their schedules to take 
her classes and other CTE 
courses. She said that doing 
FCCLA (formerly FHA) with 
the students is one of the best 
things about teaching. Watch-
ing students doing projects that 
make a difference in their lives 
and the lives of others is very 
rewarding. She commented that 
she has accompanied a number 
of students to FCCLA National 
conventions over the years.

When asked about what is 
taught in FACS classes, she said 
that when she started teaching 
the classes were general and 
she taught foods, clothing, and 
child development. Over time 
each course received a specif-
ic name and students starting 
to register for specific courses 
such as, Food and Nutrition, 
Clothing, Interior Design, 
Child Development, Fashion 
Strategies or Adult Roles. 

Mrs. Dewsnup says that even 
after 20 years people still call 
it Home Ec. and have a hard 
time with FACS. Change is al-
ways taking place in education 
and FACS is no exception, the 
courses today are geared to-
ward helping students be pre-
pared for their life and careers 
as they learn skills that will be 
with them forever. She hopes 
that students will still have the 
desire to take her classes for 
years to come. 

Days for Girls 
activity a huge success

er countries have to endure in 
order to take care of their san-
itary needs, and they are more 
than willing to help.”

“There are girls throughout 
the world using cardboard, 
corncobs, sand and anything 
they can find, and often miss 
school for lack of products,” 
said Wall. “That is why this 
organization has caught on so 
rapidly. The young women 
especially love to help other 
young women.”

“The kits are handed out to 
the girls personally in each 
country, where we send trained 
educators to teach the girls how 
to use them,” said Deanna Han-
son, team leader of the Payson 
chapter. “Governments are not 
involved at all in the distribu-
tion of kits.”

Each kit includes a card with 
directions for use, and a chart 
teaching girls about their fertil-
ity cycle. 

“As soon as a girl hits puber-

Hundreds of women and 
girls from the Delta area turned 
out on Feb. 24, to assemble 
washable sanitary kits for un-
derprivileged girls around the 
world. The Days for Girls orga-
nization, Payson chapter, was 
on hand with all the items nec-
essary to assemble 300 kits.  

The cultural hall at the 
Sutherland ward building was 
filled with tables laden with 
fabric and sewing machines. 
Each table had a different part 
of the project of assembling the 

kits. Volunteers with machines 
and sewing abilities lined the 
room, mass producing the cloth 
components of the kits.

The atmosphere was conge-
nial, much like that of an old 
time quilting bee. Volunteers 
came and went throughout the 
day. In the afternoon, young 
women of the area arrived to 
contribute toward this worthy 
cause. 

“I’ve never seen so many 
people helping with the sew-
ing,” said Lauri Wall, coordina-
tor of the Payson area Days For 
Girls. “All you have to do is tell 
women what these girls in oth-

ty, she is fair game for marriage 
and pregnancy,” said Wall, “If 
they are lucky enough to go to 
school, they can rise above the 
poverty, which will affect the 
next generation. They are still 
subject to the males rules, but 
will be better informed about 
their own bodies.”

Dana Jordan

Staff Reporter

see Days for Girls
� on page 2

Upper Left: Cosmic ray detectors waiting to be transferred to permanent positions. Lower Left: A cosmic ray telescope 
works in conjunction with the detectors. Right: The detectors are air-lifted into place with helicopters.

Volunteers working for the Days for Girls project.


